European Trip

appreciated Agassiz's important contributions to
science, and was by no means insensible to the
charms of his rare personality; but he was deeply
stirred at the wholly undue weight which the theo-
logical world was attaching to Agassiz's opinions,
making him a sort of pope on ultimate scientific
questions, notwithstanding the fact that the scien-
tific world was against him. Hence Fiske was
goaded into a criticism which, had he known the
critical condition of Agassiz's health, he would have
greatly modified. His object was to bring Agassiz's
contention for the special creation of man by Di-
vine fiat, which was then a vital religious as well as
an important scientific question, under the broad-
est discussion.1

August 12, 1873, Fiske sailed from Boston for
Queenstown, on the Cunard steamer " Olympus."

1 The article was published in the Popular Science Monthly for
October, 1873. Agassiz died December.14,1873. Through his teach-
ing, through his public lectures, and through his personal sacrifices
in establishing his great Museum of Natural History at Cambridge,
a monument to the very doctrine of Evolution which he condemned,
Agassiz had won the hearts of the American people, who felt his death
as a national loss. Under these circumstances Fiske's article was
untimely, and so far as it was considered in America, was regarded
as unjust. Quite a different opinion, however, in regard to the article
was expressed in England, as we shall see a little later when Agassiz's
position as a scientist was brought under discussion by some of the
foremost thinkers and scientists of the time.ur time.
